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¶ MAILING ADDRESS:          

P.O. BOX 1891          
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¶ PHONE:  (614) 932-9122 

¶ PASTOR:  REV. JOHN HOHE   
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Worship Location 
478 W. Olentangy St. 
Powell, OH  43065 
(in the red barn building) 

 

Service Times 
Sunday Mornings 
  8:30  Worship 
  9:45  Band led Worship 
11:00  Worship 

 

Childrenõs Sunday School  
pre-k through High School 
10:00a.m. 
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2011:  A Year of Miracles   
  
Looking back at 2011 we wondered òhow will we do it?ó  We were looking at coming off 
District financial support and were serious about adding a new service and adding staff 
(Director of Music).  If we were honest, there were at least a few who thought we 
were facing certain doom.  Yet a year later, we  stand in amazement and gratitude for all 
that God has done!  It was our best year in so many ways, and yes, God blessed financially 
beyond what we thought possible a year ago!   
  

But chief of God's blessings is people!   And with new people came gifts and talents that 
have blessed us.  I think of James Hilbert doing licks on the guitar in the praise band.  I think 
of how grand it is to hear a male voice in the choir (thanks Jim Black and now Scott Smith 
too!)  Gayle Crawford on piano has blessed not only us but the residents of the Inn at Olen-
tangy (assisted living) once a month when we bring services to them.  Special holiday music 
this year had Isabella Black on the cello.  I am grateful for people like Denise Movens who 
stepped quickly to fill the need for help with other office details especially the assembling of 
the weekly bulletins.  Amy has been blessed with help from Shelley Dix in teaching at some 
of our special VBS.  Sarah Caudill has stepped forward to teach in Sunday School.  These 
are but a few of the new blessings we have received in 2011.  (This is where I remember 
how my supervising pastor during my year of internship NEVER recognized nor thanked any-
one in the newsletter lest he miss someone!) 
  

I am most thankful that God has blessed us with a congregation that allows people to find 
places to serve so quickly.   They say that most churches can grow if the lay people are want 
the church to grow and are willing to pay the price.  One of the prices is to make room for 
new people to serve and to become leaders.  It was a good year this year at Beautiful Sav-
ior. 
  

And now we enter 2012 with unique challenges.  Among those unique challenges will be to 
prove to our District Mission Executive and the Church Extension Board (our lending 
agency)  that we are numerically and financially strong enough and truly committed to reach-
ing our community with the Gospel to gain their approval to build on land that they are hold-
ing for us.  But as we read on Advent 4 "with God all things are possible".   As we have seen 
God help us meet all the other challenges I am fully confident he is able to help us meet the 
challenge of being truly committed to being a Great Commission congregation.   
  

During the Epiphany season, the emphasis is on the mission of the church.  I have asked Rev. 
Cripe our district president to make his first preaching visit here to educate us on how it is 
Lutheran to be for evangelism.  We will also be emphasizing mission in the songs we 
sing.  Will you join me in praying that as we raise up the mission of God that He will bless us 
with hearts committed to Christ and His cause?  Please drop me an email to encourage 
me!  pastorhohe@rrohio.com  Thanks! 
  
Pastor 
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How did you do with your resolutions for the year 2011?  About the same as for other 
years?  Can you even remember what those resolutions were?  Why do we struggle so 
much with resolutions?  Is it because they are not realistic?  Is it because we try to do it 
completely on our own without any outside help (even from God)?  Failure is one of the 
biggest disappointments in life.  Is it possible to start over successfully? 
 
As we enter into this New Year we have another opportunity to start over.  Having the 
privilege of starting over is one of the things in life that gives us hope and courage as we 
look to the future.  As we take down our 2011 calendars and replace them with 2012 
calendars we really can start over. 
 
In Romans 12:12 (NIV) the Holy Spirit gives us some great ingredients for a really good 
New Yearõs resolution.  The encouragement is to òbe joyful in hope, patient in affliction and 
faithful in prayer.ó   Life would be so sweet if everyone could adopt and live out those 
three pieces as a New Yearõs resolution. 
 
òBe joyful in hopeó should be pretty easy for Christians because our hope is in Christ and 
òthat hope will never disappoint us, because God has poured out His love into our hearts by 
the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us.ó (Romans 5::5 NIV) 
 
òBe patient in afflictionó can be considerably more difficult because we do not like afflic-
tion.  Who of us likes to be mistreated by people who are rude, inconsiderate and down-
right nasty?  Where can we get the strength to be patient in affliction?  It takes a giant 
transformation to behave so nicely when afflicted?  Our comfort is that the power to do 
that does not come from within us, but from outside of us.  When we were baptized òwe 
were buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.ó (Romans 6:4 NIV)  
No one in the history of mankind had to deal with as much affliction as Jesus, our Savior!  
And He did it out of love for us so that we do not have to fear eternal affliction! 
 
òFaithful in prayeró keeps us in touch with God--Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Jesus spent 
entire nights in prayer with His Father in heaven so that He would have the strength to 
carry out His mission of dying for sinners so that they might have the forgiveness of sins, 
life and salvation.  Prayer is an excellent way to stay in touch with God and His love and 
power. 
 
How does this threefold resolution make a difference in our lives and the lives of those 
around us?  It does because the Holy Spirit is at work within us to make us more and 
more the children of God.  As children of God we seek to do the same things that give 
Him such delight.  John 3:16 tells us that God delights in loving and giving.  God has 
entrusted us with all of life and lifeõs resources and desires that we manage them wisely 
according to His purposes.  Loving and giving are at the heart of Christian stewardship. 
 
May God bless us all as His stewards in this New Year of 2012! 

 

Happy New Year 
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òbe joyful  

in hope,  

patient  

in affliction  

and faithful  

in prayer.ó  

 

Romans 12:12 



Mindful that Christmas 
Eve is a wonderful time 
to add services, we 
added a special Chil-
dren's Service on Christ-
mas Eve.   The service 
drew over fifty and was 
well received.  The chil-
dren participated in a 
Living Nativity (see pic-
ture on following page) 
and sang kid friendly 
songs.  Our thanks to 
Heather for organizing 
this. 
 
The regular services were 

held at six and eight 
oõclock and drew good 
crowds.  Our thanks to 
Heather, Mark, and all 
the music people for cre-
ating a very meaningful 
experience for so 
many.   Thanks also to 
members who invited 
friends and family.  We 
also had many first time 
visitors with several who 
came as a result of our 
Christmas mailing.  Christ-
mas Eve is a wonderful 
time for song and I feel 
Christmas Eve is among 

our finest services.    
This year, since Christmas 
fell on a Sunday, we had 
a Christmas Sunday ser-
vice.   Mark and Heather 
worked hard to make this 
typically less attended 
service not be a 
òforgotten orphanó.    
 
I think the piano song for 
4 hands which they con-
cluded with was particu-
larly well received.   My 
thanks to Heather for 
designing the service 
around Luther's Christmas 

with the architect to re-

view initial drawings was 

scheduled to take place 

on three separate eve-

nings.  If you were not 

able to make it to the De-

cember 27th meeting, you 

can still attend one of the 

two remaining dates: 

Our Home on Home Road 

draws closer!   

Our congregation met on 

November 13 with the 

architect for initial discus-

sions on what we want in 

our new facility.  

 

A subsequent  meeting 

 

View preliminary  

Church drawings 

with the Architect 

 

¶ January 5, 7-9PM 

¶ January 8, 6-8PM 

Christmas Weekend Draws Over 200 

Home Road Update 

generous monetary gift 

received from the con-

gregation president on 

Christmas Eve.  Thank 

you. 
  

Among the many notes I 

received there was one 

that came from a couple 

who joined our family 

during the year.  It read 

"Thank you for making 

church meaningful for us 

again."   I thought I 

would share that com-

ment because I know you 

were also responsible for 

making that a reality. 
  

Thank you again for be-

ing God's caring people. 

ñPastor 

To God's People at 

Beautiful Savior, 
  

What a joy it is to be in 

the midst of God's caring 

people.  On behalf of 

my whole family thank 

you for the many gifts, 

cards, letters and notes 

at this season.  Special 

sincere thanks for the 
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"What a joy it is to 

be in the midst of 

Godõs caring peo-

ple."    

 

Note of Thanks from Pastor 

Hymn "From Heaven 
Above".   
 
Six years ago Christmas 
fell on a Sunday and 
then we had 105 at one 
Christmas Eve service 
and 19 on Christmas 
Day.  This year we had 
at Christmas Eve 54, 93 
and 50 (197 total), and 
then 41 on Christmas 
Day.    
 
 



INTRODUCTION TO THE APOCRYPHA 

Join your tour guides Russ 

Smith and Pastor as we 

travel through the 400 

years between the old 

and new Testaments and 

learn about the develop-

ment of Sadducees, 

Pharisees, etc and as we 

read a bit from the 

Apocrypha books. 
 

Cost is seven dollars for 

a Good News Bible with 

Apocrypha.   Study be-

gins Wednesday, Janu-

It is a little known fact 

that the apocrypha 

though not accepted as 

authoritative Scripture 

was better known to all 

Christians in times 

past.  It appears in the 

early editions of the King 

James as well in Luther's 

German Bible.  (There is 

coming in 2012 from our 

denomination a special 

Apocrypha with notes 

similar to the new Lu-

theran study Bible). 
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òAs for me, this is my covenant with them,ó says the LORD. òMy Spirit, who is on you, will  not depart from you,  
and my words that I have put in your mouth will  always be on your lips, on the lips of your children and on the  

lips of their descendantsñfrom this time on and forever,ó says the LORD.    Isaiah 59:20-21   

THE GIVING TREE  will be here 
Sun., January 8.  Please add 
your dollars to the Giving Tree 
for Lutheran Social Services 
Food Pantry.  Russ Smith will QB 
a Super Bowl collection on Sun., 
February 5th.   
 

Heads Up!  Our work days at 
the LSS Pantry will be Tues. 
April 10,  and Tues., May 15. 
 

For more information contact  
Carolyn Kehrle at 740-881-
9610.  

Living Nativity, Christmas Eve Childrenôs Service.  See Christmas Weekend article 

on page 3. 

ary 11th at 7pm.  Please 

let Pastor know if you are 

interested in joining or just 

reading on your own. 

 

(pastorhohe@rrohio.com)  
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